L ~ by lan Sweeney

IT IS A common misconception that a child’s
first teeth are not important as they will
eventually be lost and replaced by perma-
nent teeth. As a result, many children do not
receive dental care at an early age, often wait-
ing until their permanent teeth erupt.

A child's first teeth are just as important
as their permanent teeth. Untreated dental
infection in a baby tooth has the potential to
hospitalise a child with acute infection or fa-
cial swelling. A child’s first set of teeth are not
only necessary for a child to speak and chew,
they help maintain space for the permanent
teeth to erupt.

A child has 20 baby teeth that are re-
placed by 32 permanent teeth. The 12 per-
manent molar teeth erupt into the mouth
behind the baby teeth. As a child grows, the
roots of the baby teeth are dissolved by pres-
sure from the erupting permanent teeth. This

process follows a precise timeline with each
baby tooth being lost at a particular time.

Premature loss of a baby tooth may have
a dramatic result on the eruption pattern of
the permanent teeth. For example, should a
baby molar tooth be lost, the first permanent
molar tooth may drift forward to fill the space
where the baby tooth was lost. This forward
movement ofthe permanent molar may block
the pathway of another permanent tooth.

REMEMBER PRIMARY TEETH!

These problems can be avoided by regular
routine dental care, including flossing of the
baby teeth. Should a tooth be lost premature-
ly, the use of a space maintainer may be re-
quired to help maintain the available space.
Space maintainers are small metal devices
that are cemented onto the adjacent teeth,
to stop any tooth movement until the perma-
nent tooth begins to erupt.

The Australian Dental Association rec-
ommends a child’s first dental visit should
occur around 12 months of age. This visit is
important to ensure parents are on the right
track with their child’s dental care, dietary
advice and of course reinforce the need for
regular return dental care.

Dental Implant Surgery and Conscious
Sedation and Pain Management, and Is
a dentist at Northside Dental and Implant
Centre in Turramurra. Ph: 9144 4522

I Dr lan Sweeney holds qualifications in

NORTHSIDE DENTAL AND
IMPLANT CENTRE

y  * General & Family Dentistry
i * Tooth Whitening

¢ Dental Implants

* Surgical Dental Procedures

' * Conscious or Intravenous

¢ Sedation

* General Anaesthesia at the SAN

* Patients with Special Needs

Wheelchair Access & Hoist Available

Price’s Pharmacy is proud to offer a number of special services including:

- Preparation of Webster-Packs for daily medication regime

- Sub-agent for Diabetes Australia

- FREE local-area home delivery by “Delivery Boy” with over 50 years experience
Justice of the Peace usually available but please ring first
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* Car Park & Entrance at rear

1253 PACIFIC HIGHWAY, TURRAMURRA 2074
PHONE: 02 9144 4522 FAX: 02 9440 7087

Our happy, dedicated staff giving caring, family friendly
attention to your pharmaceutical needs.

PRICE’S PHARMACY 2 PHILIP MALL, WEST PYMBLE, 2073. PH: 9498 5552- FAX: 9498 7537
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